
David L. Hart
December 25, 1944 - October 17, 2019

David L Hart died in Toledo Ohio on October 17, 2019 surrounded by his
family. He was the beloved only son of Rita and L. Lee Hart, born in Detroit on
a snowy Christmas morning in 1944. At the age of five, he moved to Toledo,
and enrolled at Ladyfield school, where he was well educated by the Sisters of
Notre Dame. In high school, he played football and baseball and, after
graduating in 1963 from Maumee Valley Country Day School, he attended
Colgate University and played football there. He had way too much fun visiting
the Seven Sisters. From 1967 to 1973, he served in the Ohio National Guard.
He had many jobs out West; his favorite was being a life guard at the Sun
Valley Resort, a destination he returned to frequently for hunting and fly
fishing trips, dinner at the Pioneer restaurant, shooting at the gun club
Hemingway favorited and dancing in the Duchin room. 

 

Eventually, he returned to Toledo to work as a self-employed manufacturers'
representative for Lee Hart & Associates, supplying automakers with universal
joints, bearings, and brake fluid reservoirs. He treasured the closeness and
camaraderie of working with his dad. Always self-deprecating, he described
himself as a peddler and relished his time on the road, making cold calls and
turning customers into friends. He never joked or laughed at the expense of
others but laughed genuinely and endlessly at himself. He never had a
resume. 

 



After many years as a committed bachelor, at the age of 48, he married Sarah
McHugh, with whom he became a loving parent to twin sons: L. Lee Hart II
and David L. Hart, Jr. Fortunate to work from his home, he was able to share
fully in their upbringing and treasured his time as their father: drives in the
countryside, singing Rolling Stones songs, reading, traveling, golfing,
attending Michigan and Notre Dame games, and especially, raising them in
his faith. 

 

He joined Inverness in 1984 and served on its board and committees. Besides
golf, he enjoyed duck hunting, skeet shooting, racquetball, and poker. As a
cruciverbalist, he completed the daily New York Times Crossword Puzzle, in
pen, except on Saturdays. He had a quick wit and an encyclopedic memory. 

 

A lifetime parishioner at Gesu Church, he received all the sacraments there,
save Baptism. For three years, he attended Mass daily. The relationships of
son, husband, father and friend were very important to him and he honored
them. He cooked a beautiful steak on the grill or in the fireplace, and at
Christmas, his prime rib was perfectly medium rare. Hosting a good party was
a frequent pleasure, and when others hosted, he was among the last to
depart. 

 

He was smart, as well as sensitive and loving; he never hesitated to say I love
you. He was quick with a quip and a funny remark, but he kept his
vulnerabilities hidden, mostly for the benefit of others. He was complex,
beautiful and solid. And for too short a time, some people were fortunate
enough to call him husband, son, father and friend. 

 

He is survived by his wife, Sarah McHugh, sons, L. Lee Hart II, and David
Hart, Jr., his mother in law, Rosemary “Posy” McHugh and his brothers in law:
Tom, (Jeannie Hylant) Terry (Karen), Tim, Phil (Suzanne) and Dan (Teresa).
His parents, Rita and L. Lee Hart, infant sister, Sarah Mary, father in law, Jack



McHugh, and brother in law, James Patrick McHugh preceded him in death.
The family will receive friends and loved ones on Sunday from 3 – 6 PM at
Ansberg-West Funeral Services (3000 W Sylvania Ave, Toledo, OH 43613). A
Catholic Mass of the Resurrection will be celebrated by his friend and
confessor, Rev. Ron Olszewski, OSFS at Gesu Church on Monday, October
21 at 10 AM. Burial services will follow at Toledo Memorial Park. In lieu of
flowers, donations are suggested to Gesu Church, 2049 Parkside Blvd, Toledo
OH 43607.



Cemetery Details

Toledo Memorial Park

6382 Monroe Street
Sylvania, OH 43560

Previous Events

Visitation

OCT 20. 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Ansberg-West Funeral Home
3000 W. Sylvania Ave
Toledo, OH 43613

Service

OCT 21. 10:00 AM (ET)

Gesu Catholic Church
2049 Parkside Blvd.
Toledo, OH 43607
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Ron Tice - October 21, 2019 at 08:18 PM

I am deeply saddened to learn of Dave's passing. He was truly a
force of nature who made everyone around him smile. 

 I first met Dave in 1965 when we both worked for Harry Bolwell,
Dave's neighbor, at Surface Combustion on Dorr Street. Dave's Dad
and my father were friends and Dave's Dad and Harry Bolwell got
me a football scholarship at the University of Vermont, Harry's alma
mater. I really wanted to go to Colgate, where Dave was going, but
couldn't afford it. We were buddies that summer and became
reacquainted a decade or so later at Inverness. Dave was so smart,
so eloquent, and so cynical; absolutely perfect for that time. I lost
touch with Dave many years ago, but never forgot him. He was a
truly cool guy. 

 My deepest sympathy to Sarah and Dave's children. He was a true
original. Ron Tice

Patti Pearson - October 20, 2019 at 08:35 PM

Sarah, Rodney and I always enjoyed seeing Dave here and there.
His friendly greetings would make us smile and many times we
would all end up with a good laugh! These are the memories that
are the little bits of treasure when you think of the good man who
went on his next journey. May God hold you all close in His love and
guide you day by day in this life moving forward. 
 
 
God bless you all, Rodney and Patti Pearson
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CJ Belair - October 21, 2019 at 03:10 PM

Dear Sarah, so sorry for lost of our dear friend David. I and Fran
always had great times at the Seafood, when David came for lunch.
You and the boys will be in our prayers. Sincerely, CJ

liz donaldson - October 19, 2019 at 04:34 PM

Dear Sarah, David and Lee and All of your Family, 
  

Our Prayers are with you during this time. David always made me
laugh, always doing shenanigans in the wine shop with Steve on
Saturday mornings headed for the boat. You never knew what to
expect! May Peace be with you and your Family! 
 
Sincerely , Liz Donaldson and Caroline Sofo

The Millers - October 19, 2019 at 01:41 PM

Dear Sarah, David, Lee and Family, 
 We send our deepest condolences to you at this sad time. David

always welcomed us sharing a friendly smile every time we saw
him, whether he and Sarah were hosting a party at home, dining at
Inverness Club or volunteering his time to serve on the Board and
as Social Chairman. We will miss that smile and fun spirit. 
Love to you, 

 Kathy, Jon and Lauren Miller


