James O. Simmons
August 25, 1920 - December 27, 2009

James O. Simmons, 89, of Toledo, passed away Sunday, December 27, 2009,
at Lake Park. He was born August 25, 1920, in Toledo and was the son of
William and Lillian Simmons. Jim was a DeVilbiss graduate and attended
North Central College, in Naperville, IL, for four years, where he played
football. He served honorably in the U.S. Army after being drafted in 1942. Jim
came ashore at Omaha Beach several days after D-Day. He was a longtime
parishioner at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church where he also served on the
vestry. He was a very honest man and worked hard to support his family. His
first job, after marriage was a salesman for Toledo Merchandise. Jim also
served as an Administrator at St. Vincent Hospital and lastly, was Vice
President of Claims and Underwriting for Blue Cross of NW Ohio, where he
retired in 1982. He was very proud of developing the Medicare Division at
Blue Cross. Jim loved to plan and take summer family vacations, first to
Michigan, and later to the South, the wilderness of Ontario and then the Rocky
Mountains, where he camped, hiked, canoed and made lasting memories. On
his 25th Anniversary he went to Europe, returning to England and France,
where he spent the war years. Following his retirement he and his wife
continued to travel throughout the country, Mexico and take cruises. Jim was a
great fan of Toledo Rockets sports, through the good years and bad, sitting in
subzero wind chill to watch the Rockets play Tulsa in football and saw all the
games of the super seniors from 1969-71. He had great mental math which
served him well at work. It was difficult to see him lose those mental faculties



as Alzheimer's took them away. Survivors include his wife of 60 years, Ruth
(Battenfield) Simmons; sons, David (Ann) Simmons and Thomas Simmons;
granddaughters, Emily and Sarah and his brother, John (Janet). He was
preceded in death by his parents, brother, Dwight (Nancy) and sister, Martha
(Ed) Andra. Jim loved and was very proud of his granddaughters. Friend are
invited to visit from 4-8 p.m. Tuesday, in the Ansberg-West Funeral Home,
3000 Sylvania Avenue. Funeral services and interment will be private.
Memorial contributions may be made to St. Andrew's Episcopal Church or the
donor's favorite charity.



Tribute Wall

Tom... | am very sorry to hear that your Dad has passed away. |
have very vivid memories of working with him, at Blue Cross of
Northwest Ohio. | visited his office often. He was a pleasure to work
with...a kind man, with great energy and a genuine appreciation for
all employees. My thoughts and prayers are with you and your
family. Carol Farmer

Carol Farmer - imsnoqueen@aol.com imsnoqueen@aol.com - February 01,
2018 at 12:00 AM

May you find comfort in the memories that are yours to cherish
always, and strength in the companionship of those who share your
loss.... | have learned never to underestimate the healing power we
all have. It is always there to be used for the highest good. Blessed
are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. (Matthew 5:4)
May it be a source of inner strength to know that there's a loving
God watching over you, and that, throughout this time of need, He'll
stay close by your side. | have fought the fine fight, | have run the
course to the finish, | have observed the faith.-2Timothy 4:7. As for
me, | will lie down that | may sleep; | shall certainly awake, for
Jehovah himself keeps supporting me. -Psalms 3:5

Magallon Family - febe1982@hotmail.com febe1982@hotmail.com - February
01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dear Ruth and Family, We will miss Jim. He was a good
conversationalist, friend and neighbor. May your hearts soon be
filled with wonderful memories of joyful times together as you
celebrate a life well lived.

Delroy and Denise Edwards, Toledo - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM



Dave, Sorry for the loss of your father. Our thoughts and prayers
are with you. We would come to the calling hours but we are out of
town.

Scott and Dawn Zura - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Tom, My prayers are with you in your time of grief.

Shawn Robarge - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM



