
Olga Christina Boone
September 28, 1908 - January 10, 2013

Olga Christina Boone, 104, slipped the bonds of this earth on January 10,
2013, as her loving family sang hymns by her bedside in her home in
Sylvania. “Inspiring” is the word most often used to describe Olga - a teacher,
dancer, world traveler, public speaker and storyteller known and loved for her
zest for life and generosity of spirit. Olga moved to Sylvania when she was 88
and soon resumed an active professional life of presenting workshops,
inspirational talks and storytelling. She delighted audiences at nursing homes,
churches,libraries and Lourdes University. She received a standing ovation as
the keynote speaker at the annual gathering of the Area Office of Aging when
she was 101, and gave the welcoming remarks to the same group the
following year, again sharing the platform with Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur.
That year she also received accolades for performing an exhibition waltz at
the Sylvania Spring Fling Senior Expo. Olga was born in Minneapolis on
September 28, 1908 to Swedish immigrants, Gustaf and Ellen Lofgren. They
loved this country and believed strongly in education. Their hard work made it
possible for Olga to graduate from Central High School in Washington, DC
and then attain a B.P.E. in Physical Education from Marjorie Webster College,
a B.S. from the University of Maryland in Education, and then an M.A. ??" all
during the years of the Depression. And in the midst of her educational
pursuits, she also became Miss Maryland! Most of Olga's life was spent in the
Washington, D.C. area where she raised her family and pursued her
professional careers. Olga taught others all her life, from pre-school through



college; from Sidwell Friends private school where U.S. President's children
have attended, to a detention home for girls, to congressional wives, to
Sunday School; and subjects from Dancing to Etiquette to English-as-a-
Second Language to Speech. She retired from Washington D.C. public
schools as a Speech Pathologist in 1977. Later that year she moved to Jekyll
Island, Georgia. Her involvement with the Brunswick GA Library led to her
beginning a new career as a storyteller. Her portrayals included Eleanor
Roosevelt (whom she met while in college), Susanna Wesley, and Mrs. Claus.
Olga felt a close bond to libraries; she had typed her Master's thesis on a
typewriter at the D.C. Public Library in 1936 (for 10 cents an hour). She was a
member of Friends of the Library in Georgia and Toledo, and donated a
Bookmobile to the Brunswick Library. Physically active all her life, she taught
exercise to seniors at the Sea Island Cloister into her late 80's. Olga loved
dancing. As a young woman, she danced on the stage in Washington D.C. at
the Fox Theatre and led her own troupe, the Olga Lofgren Dancers. A hip
replacement at the age of 88 did not deter her; she resumed ballroom dancing
and performed locally on various stages until she was 102, including for the
Perrysburg Public Library fundraiser. Throughout her life, Olga greeted each
new adventure with openness and enthusiasm ??" whether teaching inner city
children, or gathering family members together in Sweden, or exchanging gifts
with a member of the Maasai whom she met while on an African safari, or
falling off a camel during a visit to the Middle East. Olga found something
praiseworthy in everyone she met, brightening their lives. Even when dying,
she taught us grace and elegance and love for God and for other people. She
uplifted the spirits of her medical caregivers with her humor, joie de vivre, and
kindness. Her last words to her family were a reminder “to love other people,
to be kind, and to forgive.” Olga Christina was preceded in death by her
husband, James D. Boone, a violinist whom she had met when they jointly
presented musical programs at nursing homes and other venues. She is
survived by daughters, Ellen Christina Boone and Julia Boone Lee of Florida,
and by granddaughters, Anna Christina Bahow of Chicago, Karen Bahow of



St. Louis, and Meg (Chas) McBrien of Wilkes-Barre. The family expresses
gratitude to caregivers from Visiting Angels, especially Barbara with whom
Olga shared many projects and even more laughs, to family friend Bill Emery,
to Olga's kind neighbors, and to Hospice of Northwest Ohio. In lieu of flowers,
the family suggests donations to the Olga Christina Boone scholarship fund at
Lourdes University or to Monroe St. United Methodist Church. A service to
celebrate Olga's amazing life will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, January 26,
2013, at Monroe St. United Methodist Church. There will be a harpist and
special music.
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Ruth Clark, Washington University - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dear Karen: Thank you for sending me the lovely obituary of your
grandmother. I know you miss her. It was a delight to meet her and I
will always treasure her words of wisdom. I hope you are doing well.
Send my best wishes to your family. I believe I met your mother, I
hope she is finding peace. Sincerely, Ruth Clark

Nancy J. Boone Brock - nambene@comcast.net nambene@comcast.net -
February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

What a breath of fresh air to the world is Olga. I am sure when I was
a child I did meet her with Uncle Jim. I had been thinking about her
this January for some odd reason. While I just now learned of her
passing, I had had her in my thoughts for a while. When I saw her
on the video Ellen once sent me I was sure I could recall meeting
Aunt Olga. She has made a real stand for what is good in humanity.
My birthday was Jan. 11 so I am glad I did not learn of her passing
until now so that I could have that time that I was thinking about her
so alive. My heart is with you all dear people. Your cousin, Nancy

Karen Greulich - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Olga used to come into my place of work (Church Women United
Thrift Shop ) for many years. She was such a wonderful person!
She would tell you such interesting stories & yet she always was
interested in the person she was taking to. My 2 daughters worked
there as teenagers & met her also. She was such a sweetheart &
would always remember to ask how my daughters were doing. All of
us from the Thrift Shop will miss her!!
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toledo chapter 341 ohio eastern star - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

we extend our condolences to the family of olga she was a very
spirited and talented lady we enjoyed her membership in our order
and will miss her. members of toledo chapter 341 o.e.s.

velma - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

She was blessed to have you as a daughter Ellen, just as you were
blessed to have her as your mother....She left you with beautiful
memories.

Meladie Jamra - meladiejamra@yahoo.com meladiejamra@yahoo.com -
February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Dearest Ellen and Family, A beautiful star is now gracing the
heavens. Your mom was one in a million, with a zest for life that will
always be remembered. Olga loved everyone she met. On behalf of
my mother, myself and my sons, please accept our deepest
condolences. Meladie Jamra, Juanita Spencer, Larry Jamra II and
Richard Jamra Toledo OES #341

Veronica - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Olga was a true joy to meet ! She came in Walgreens where I work
and though I only saw her a few times with her daughter, her spirit is
unforgettable. Sincerely, veronica

Fred & Sue Sherman - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Our deepest sympathy to Ellen and family on Olga's death. We had
the good fortune to meet Olga and know she will be missed.
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Tina Nafziger - February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Our condolences, Ellen, on your mother's passing. Her life sounded
amazing and filled with adventures. What a lovely person she must
have been. Our prayers include you and your family at your time of
loss.

Clint D. Keifer, Au.D. - ckeifer@glaudiology.com ckeifer@glaudiology.com -
February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

It was my great pleasure to have known Mrs. Olga Boone. I will
always remember the wonderful spirit and humor she brought to our
conversations. What an incredible life Olga lived! I am thankful to
have shared a small part of it. Clint

Claudia Schroeder - cagshcroeder@yahoo.com cagshcroeder@yahoo.com -
February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

What a beautiful lady, inside and out. I will miss her. She came to
my wedding and we had many lovely lunches and celebrations of
her birthday together. She always had wise advice for me and a real
love of life. She was one of a kind and will be deeply missed by
myself and my husband, Rich.

Judy Kelley - jkelley@visionassociates.net jkelley@visionassociates.net -
February 01, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Olga was a very special lady! I admired her , always enjoyed her
visits when she came into to get her glasses! I will miss her humor &
her beautiful smile! Rest in peace.


