Sandra Kay "Sandy" Pirwitz

October 8, 1946 - April 6, 2022

Sandy Pirwitz, age 75, of Toledo, spent her last days and hours surrounded by
her family and passed away on Wednesday, April 6, at Divine Rehabilitation
Center. She was born October 8, 1946 at Mercy Hospital in Toledo to Paul
and Lauretta (Alliman) Crunkilton. She lived a long and eventful life filled with
career success, world travel, avid reading and most important to her, a never-
ending love and commitment to her family.

Preceded in death by her parents and brother Tom Crunkilton, she is survived
by her high school sweetheart, best friend, constant companion and husband
of 55 years Dick Pirwitz; sons David (Jan) and Paul; granddaughters, Emme
and Leslie; and sisters-in law, Marcia Jones and Joan Crunkilton.

Sandy met Dick in 1961 in her sophomore year at Devilbiss High School,
where both were in acapella choir together, when she asked him out on their
first date to the Sadie Hawkins dance and spent barely a day apart over the
next 61 years. She transferred to Start High School in 1962 where she was
part of Start’s first graduating class in 1964. Following graduation, she
transitioned immediately to her first career in nursing, earning her Diploma in
Nursing from Toledo Hospital School of Nursing in 1966 and her Registered
Nursing Diploma from Maumee Valley Hospital School of Nursing in 1968.

She and Dick were married in September 1966 and began to make their life
together, living first in North Toledo and then West Toledo where they had their



first son, David in 1967 and second son, Paul in 1970.

Sandy climbed her way up the medical field working in various positions as a
nurse at Toledo Hospital, City of Toledo Health Department Visiting Nurse
program, and Saint Vincent’s Hospital. At Saint Vincent’s, she began to build
her specialty in infection control as a nurse epidemiologist and became
Manager of St. Vincent’s Infection Control program beginning in 1976.

Throughout these early years, she and the family began their life-long love
affair with travel, including many family camping trips and cross-country
journeys. Every summer the family would take a long road trip to different
destinations across the United States, from Maine to California and Canada to
Florida. Experiencing life and the world through travel with Dick was a
constant throughout Sandy’s life, including many trips throughout Europe,
Mexico, the Caribbean and of course all across the United States. In all
they’ve been to four continents, making countless friends and memories along
the way. Her favorite trips included traveling to see her son and family on
Washington’s Olympic Peninsula (especially in 2005 when they traveled for
the birth of their granddaughter Emme, after which she has been known as
“‘Mimi”), their 35th anniversary cruise with stops in Greece, Turkey and
Northern Africa and a 10-day food and wine tour through Italy, one of many
trips with their local gourmet group, Le Bec Fin.

Fellowship and extended family was a big part of this phase of her life. The
family was active at Augsburg Lutheran Church where Sandy was the first
woman ever elected to Augsburg’s church council. These years were also
filled with support of her children and their various sport and music interests
and events and boisterous attendance of the annual Alliman family reunion.
Her sons and their families were never-ending sources of pride and joy for her
and she, in turn, was truly inspirational to them.

As her children transitioned to adulthood in the 1980s, Sandy renewed her
commitment to her epidemiology career and education. She earned her



Bachelor’s degree in nursing from University of Toledo in 1983 and her
Master’s degree in Infection Control & Epidemiology from the prestigious
University of Pennsylvania in 1985, before accepting a position as Manager of
Infection Control at University Hospitals at Case Western Reserve in
Cleveland. In 1989, she rose to one of the top Infection Control Manager
positions in the U.S. at The Cleveland Clinic, where she remained until 1998.
Throughout her epidemiology career she was considered a pre-eminent
authority, publishing many papers, was an instructor in policy and procedure
and was heavily involved with her field’s national association APIC, where she
held various committee and leadership positions, including chair of the
National Certification committee. An ex-smoker, she also taught smoking
cessation classes throughout her career and was a part-time proofreader for
the Toledo Free Press on the side.

Sandy was also an avid shopper and fashion diva and, never one to remain
idle for long, she finished up her medical career at Vencor Coma Care Center
in Lincoln Park, MI, while concurrently opening a women’s fine clothing and
accessories consignment shop and ran her Sandy’s Stuff shops for the next
11 years at several locations throughout West Toledo. During this time as a
small business woman, she became involved as a member of the local
chapter of Business Networking International and knew she had found her
next calling. In 2008, she closed her shop and joined BNI full time as a
Director and Trainer overseeing multiple chapters and took great pride in
helping small business owners throughout Northern Ohio to build their brands
and maximize their marketing and referral strategies. She remained active
with BNI until she finally retired from work life in 2016. During this period, she
also was a trainer for Connext Nation and a founding board member of the
non-profit group Women of Toledo, supporting career development for women
from all walks of life.



The family wishes to thank everyone for their thoughts and prayers during
recent days and especially the staffs at ProMedica Hospice and the dementia
unit at Divine in Sylvania, who lovingly cared for Sandy in her final months.

At Sandy’s request there will not be a memorial service. Stay tuned for a
possible future celebration of Sandy’s life. Please direct any donations to The
Alzheimer’s Association (https://act.alz.org/site/Donation2?df _id=49619&mfc_
pref=T&49619.donation=form1&32112.donation=&utm_source=google&utm__
medium=paidsearch&utm_campaign=google_ giving&s_subsrc=giving&gclid=
CjwKCAjwur-SBhB6EiwASsKtjoEfZ3MszwOmR8Uu7rsWf1K9NoY49AYsem2K
1j4GczS3nlil8q1aixoCcLkQAvD_BwE) or The ProMedica Hospice Memorial
Fund (https://www.promedica.org/waystogive/hospice-memorial-fund/donate/).



Tribute Wall

My prayers and thoughts go out to all of I
Sandy's family during this difficult time. Sandy

was a lovely lady. She reached out to me |
personally as a young business owner and “
got me involve in CN. She touched ALOT of

people and will be greatly missed. May she Rest in Peace.

Jennifer Lindsay - April 21, 2022 at 03:46 PM

Sandy may you Rest In Peace | am truly I
blessed to have known such a beautiful

person, funny and sincere such as you! You '
will be missed. Prayers to your family may “
they find peace in all the beautiful memories

they have with you!!

Michelle - April 15, 2022 at 06:03 AM

Dick, David, Paul, Jan, Emme: | was so sad 1
to hear of my dearest cousin's passing. Sandy

and her family have always been very dear to '
me. She has now been reunited with her “
mom, dad, brother & so many other family &

friends.

Jackie Corman - April 13, 2022 at 07:05 PM



Sandy was a wonderful friend and mentor to me with CN and BNI. |
will always be thankful for her warm smile and encouragement.
Megan Coyle

Megan M. Coyle - April 13, 2022 at 12:40 PM

Dick, David and Paul, We’re so sorry to hear of cousin Sandy’s
passing! We always loved all the family reunions and swimming in
the Pirwitz pool. We're thinking of you all and remembering all the
good old days. Missing you! Your cousins, Christine Ehrensberger
Hall , Scott, Trevor and Kyle Hall, and Judith Ehrensberger

Christine Ehrensberger Hall - April 12, 2022 at 10:05 PM
So very sorry to hear of cousin Sandy's passing. Will always
remember fond memories of Alliman family reunions and occasional
get togethers here and there.

Wayne & Wai Fan Ehrensberger - April 12, 2022 at 09:47 PM

Dot Petee--- With My Deepest Sympathy. lit a ]
candle in memory of Sandra Kay "Sandy"

Pirwitz | I

Dot Petee--- with my deepest sympathy. - April 11, 2022 at 10:00 PM



Kate Herdman lit a candle in memory of |

Sandra Kay "Sandy" Pirwitz

Kate Herdman - April 11, 2022 at 07:26 AM

Dick, Dave and Paul, It saddens our hearts to read of Sandy's.
passing. | have such great memories of time spent with her and
you, Dick, at Augsburg Lutheran Church with the youth group &
young adults class. Also the great times we all had at camp
Mowana. She was truly a fun loving person. Our condolences and
prayers for your family.

Sincerely, Steve and Cyndy Higgins

Cyndy Higgins - April 10, 2022 at 10:24 PM

Dick (Mr. Pirwitz), Dave and Paul...sincere condolences for the loss
of your wife & mom. | have many, many fond memories of Mrs.
Pirwitz...probably the most fond of them being walking the kids
around on Halloween and always having some good discussions
and an adult beverage refill along they way. You will be in my
thoughts and prayers in the coming days/weeks.

Dave Wooley - April 10, 2022 at 03:01 PM



Joan Crunkilton lit a candle in memory of |

Sandra Kay "Sandy" Pirwitz

Joan Crunkilton - April 08, 2022 at 05:46 PM

Aunt Sandy you will deeply missed. Growing up there are so many
great memories of family reunions and so many Christmas eve
gatherings. | will keep you with me through life, and you will always
hold a special place in my heart. | will miss you and always love
you. Uncle Dick and family please hold tight to the thought that she
is no longer suffering and has been meet by past family members
who are looking over her now.

Love Always,
Paula

PAULA HARLAN - April 08, 2022 at 05:45 PM

Sandy was a wonderful and giving person. | enjoyed working for her .
She taught me alot. | have so many wonderful memories of her.
Prayers to all.

Valrie Berning - April 10, 2022 at 04:30 PM



